[7-ethoxycoumarin o-deethylase and fibrosis in chronic liver diseases].
In the liver biopsy of 100 patients with chronic liver diseases, the activity of 7-ethoxycoumarin O-deethylase (ECOD) was determined as a parameter of hepatic monooxygenase system and was compared with some markers of fibrosis e.g. collagen peptidase and hydroxyproline. ECOD was significantly different in healthy liver, fatty liver, chronic active hepatitis (CAH) and cirrhosis. The importance of the fibrotic process was shown by the significant correlations between ECOD and the signs of fibrosis in the liver biopsy. A connection between ECOD and the markers of fibrosis was not found. Further research is necessary to clarify this difference.